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MEMORANDUM FOR THE DCI
SUBJECT: SIE-5: Soviet Air Defenss Capabilities 1952-5L

" BACKGROUND

1. Initiation of SIE~5 was approved by the TAC on 1 November 1951
an a re-axamination of a oritically important subject on which much new
sridence was availabls,

SUBSTARCE

2. 'The chief difficulty in SIE-5 has been & prolonged difference
of opinion between Air Foroe and practically all of the other IAC mgenciles,
particularly Kavy and G/SIJ over certain crucial aspectz of the estimate.
The r esult was a protracted meries of working level and IAC Representative
neetings in May, Juns, July, and finally September, in an attempt
to modify the paper to meet the AF point of view. During these meetings
the other agencles aooeptad numerous gompromises in an effort to secure
AP sgresment, in many cases reluctantly retreating from previously held
positions aolaly to aveld dissent.

3. When several differences were still unresolved, O/NE called
in three emlnent technical omaultanta*to join the Board and hear the

af”

avidence of both sides. They accepted the AF point of view in aomé oages QAA‘
Lt o caqso

and not in pcrt)the estimate as now drafted,
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L« Adr Foros now accepts the great bulk of the estimate, but
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stil1d m saveral major points (ses attached AF t}. The
other agencies, however, have reached the limit of their conceagsions

and we beliove that NI, O/SI, G«2, JIC, and State approve the paper

as 1t stands, /et GNE o pply Aamgara) T Ao Mm@*’“’&“

S. RECOMMENDATION: (a) That SIE-5 bs approved as abwpsemsnd
drafted, with ‘G appended AF &4 M In the 14ght of the pralonged
efforts to reach full agreement, O/NE bellsves that further efforts
would be ussless, and' that AF should gseparately express its views;

(b) that the three appendices be published with the estimate, whi
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